Confess Christ

By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the
flesh is from God; and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit
of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.

1John 4:2-3

We have previously noted that knowledge and belief in God is certainly necessary for the
one that would be saved. Without such one cannot even be aware of salvation. Of course
believing that salvation is possible does not mean that one is saved. As one learns of God and
His plans for bringing man back into a relationship with Him it becomes obvious that being with
God will require changes.

We noted in our last writing that this need for change is a point of distinction among those
that learn of God. Many who believe that God is and wants us to be with Him are not willing to
make the changes needed to come to Him. They want God to accept them without change, or
they never develop a sufficient knowledge of God to cause a desire for change.

Another point at which we see many hesitate and even fail is with confession. Scripture
reveals that confession is necessary if one is to be with God. It is even specific in regards to what
we must confess if we want to have a relationship with God. To be in the presence of God we
must confess our belief that Jesus is God's Son.

Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 1John 4:15

Paul told the Romans that this must be an honest confession with the mouth, from the heart
if we want salvation.

But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart"—that is, the
word of faith which we are preaching, that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart
a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in
salvation. Romans 10:8-10

Even with such teaching some are not willing to profess their belief in a public manner. They
want to be with God, but they do not want others to think differently about them. This attitude
has been shown in men and women since the days that Jesus walked among men proclaiming
God's message of repentance.

Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were
not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the
approval of men rather than the approval of God.

John 12:42-43

We need to understand the importance of confessing our faith in Jesus as the Son of God. If
we will not make our belief known to our friends and family Jesus will not bring us to the Father.



Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, | will also confess him before My Father
who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, | will also deny him before My Father

who is in heaven.
Matthew 10:32-33

And | say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him
also before the angels of God; but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the

angels of God.
Luke 12:8-9

Confession of our belief is essential to our salvation. If we do not have Jesus on our side as
we come to God we are lost and without hope. Telling others of our belief in Jesus as the Son of
God should be a natural part of our submission to God.



