The Tanner St Church of Christ meets each Lord's Day
beginning with Bible classes at 9:30 AM. We continue with
our worship at 10:20 AM and again at 5:00 PM. We also meet
each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM for Bible study and
worship. Our meeting place is located about % of a mile from
130 at 1512 Tanner St in Malvern, AR.

If you have questions about what we believe and teach,
please visit our website, TannerSt.com to listen to sermons or
read past articles from our bulletin. Or you can contact us and
we will be glad to find a convenient time to study with you.

Phone: (501) 332-8806 Email: preacher@tannerst.com
Consider: 2Corinthians 5:7

Needed News

Dolline Fain, Conrad Harris, Joyce Venable, Thelma Echols,
as well as family members of many who attend with us, have
ongoing health issues. We need to remember all of these in
prayer and keep in touch with them as we find opportunity.
Also keep in mind that this time of year can be difficult for
those who are not able to get out and participate with
family and friends as they have in the past. Make a special
effort to visit or talk with these folks.

Phyllis Jackson is having some knee problems. She will see
the doctor about it on Thursday.

Ricky Ragsdale continues to slowly improve. Phyllis will be
travelling later this week to help him while Theresa attends
meetings for work.

The Simpson family is visiting in Star City this weekend.

Consider your work for the Lord over the past year. Each of
us can find areas where we can make some improvements.
Maybe its helping others more, or better attendance. It
might just be more study each week, or being a better
example. Whatever it may be, now is the time to get started.

5uktng His R‘ﬂteﬂn.sne“

.seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness..” Matthew 6:33

A Year Of Worship

Danny Adams

This appeared several years back in the Kansas City Star.

A woman entered an ice cream store in the Kansas
City Plaza for an ice-cream cone. After making her
selection, she turned and found herself face to face
with Paul Newman, who was in town filming a movie.
He smiled and said hello. Newman's blue eyes caused
her knees to shake.

She managed to pay for her cone, then left the
store, heart pounding. When she gained her
composure, she realized she didn't have her cone. She
started back into the store to get it and met Newman
at the door. "Are you looking for your ice cream?" he
asked. She nodded, unable to speak. "You put it in
your purse with your change," he said.

Being in the presence of Paul Newman really affected this
woman, as it would many people. | want you to think about
something. When was the last time that being in the
presence of God made such an impact on you? When was
the last time you felt awe and joy at being in His presence?
Would being in the presence of a famous person like Paul
Newman, be more desirable to you than being in the
presence of God? We really need to think about our attitude
toward being in the presence of God, and make plans to
make this year a year of sincere worship to Jehovah our God.

In the Old Testament, the Sabbath was meant to be a day
of rest and celebration for a nation that was brought out of



Egyptian slavery (Deuteronomy 5:15). Many years later, the
Sabbath had become a day of rules and drudgery for the
Israelites. Their attitude toward God had changed. In Malachi
1:3, the people are complaining "Oh, what a weariness," or
we might say, "how tiresome this is." "Let's only offer to the
Lord what we don't want. We don't want to bring our good
livestock, only our sick and lame." God is hurt by this lack of
gratitude. In Malachi 1:10, He tells them to just shut the
doors of the temple. This is not worship, it is a vain attempt
to satisfy God without having to put in too much effort.

Let's bring it closer to home. How do you feel as a parent
when your child does not want to see you? He might want
you to support him and buy him things, but he doesn't want
to spend any time with you. That is what these people in
Malachi were doing. They wanted God's help, but they didn't
want to spend their time with Him, and they did not want to
show their appreciation to Him. Worship was a necessary
drudgery, not a day to spend with someone they loved. We
must be careful not to let our attitudes become like these
ungrateful Israelites.

If we will think about the following two points, it will help
us not to lose the meaning of our day of worship as the
Israelites did:

When we worship God, it ought to be a celebration of the
things that God has done for us. We can always be joyful to
be in the presence of God if we will just think of all that He
has done for us. It should be a joyful time, not a day of
drudgery and of doing things we are just supposed to do. The
attitude that we should have is expressed beautifully in
Psalm 100: "Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands!
Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with
singing. Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made
us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of
His pasture. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into

His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His
name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His
truth endures to all generations.”

When we worship, we should remember the cross. The
cross is the prime motivation for us to worship the Lord.
There can be no greater motivation to worship, than the fact
that God allowed His Son to be subjected to such horrible
torture for our sake. Imagine for a moment that you were in
danger of being run over by a car and just before you are run
down, someone runs up and pushes you out of the way. In
doing so, he himself was hit by the car and killed. He died
saving your life. Don't you think you would owe him or his
family something? Would you walk away saying, "l don't owe
him anything, that was his choice to do that?" Certainly not.
You might name vyour child after him. You might do
something for his family. You would probably remember him
on a regular basis. In the same way, the cross of Jesus gives
us a powerful motivation and incentive to worship God.

If someone has to convince you that you must come to
the worship services, then your heart is like the hearts of the
people in Malachi. It is not full of gratefulness for the cross. It
is not full of adoration and awe for all the Lord has done for
you, from giving you life to sustaining you. To have a change
of attitude, you need to realize that your very existence
depends on the Lord. Apathy can change to adoration.
Selfishness can change to thankfulness.

Don't come to worship services for the social aspect or to
be entertained by an eloguent speaker. Come for the
purpose of showing the Lord how much you appreciate Him.
Come to celebrate all the gifts that He has given you,
especially the gift of His life upon the cross. Come before Him
with awe and adoration in your heart.

The Jackson Drive News and Notes, January 2005
(Some good thoughts to consider with a new year in sight.)



