
The Tanner St Church of Christ meets each Lord's Day 
beginning with Bible classes at 9:30 AM. We continue with 
our worship at 10:20 AM and again at 5:00 PM. We also meet 
each Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM for Bible study and 
worship. Our meeting place is located about ¾ of a mile from 
I30 at 1512 Tanner St in Malvern, AR. 
If you have questions about what we believe and teach, 
please visit our website, TannerSt.com to listen to sermons or 
read past articles from our bulletin. Or you can contact us and 
we will be glad to find a convenient time to study with you. 

Joyce Venable has been feverish and is not feeling well this 
weekend. 

Thelma Echols has been staying with Ruben & Brenda for a 
few days. She has some appointments this week.  

Phyllis Jackson had the stitches removed Thursday and has 
been walking some with assistance from a walker. She is still 
doing physical therapy at home. Reactions to some of the 
pain meds have caused her some trouble over the past 
week. 

Chris Wright is recovering from surgery to retrieve the 
remaining stones. He may return to work Monday, but still 
has a stent. 

The Simpson family is out of town this weekend. 

Keep in mind that Spring is just around the corner. Maybe 
that will mean a little less sickness among us. It also means 
next weekend is the time to ‘spring’ your clocks forward.  So 
make sure you remember to make the change. Maybe you 
can set an alarm on your phone to remind you before going 
to sleep on Saturday. More importantly, make sure you make 
time for the Word this week. 

Needed News 

Phone: (501) 332-8806   Email: preacher@tannerst.com 

March 2016 Volume 5 Number 10 

“...seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness..” Matthew 6:33 

Our Relationship to the World 
Doy Moyer 

John wrote, “Do not love the world nor the things in the 
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and 
the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from 
the Father, but is from the world. The world is passing away, 
and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives 
forever” (1John 2:15-17). 

Jesus told His disciples: “If the world hates you, you know 
that it has hated me before you. If you were of the world, the 
world would love its own; but because you are not of the 
world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the 
world hates you.” (John 15:18-19) 

In praying for his chosen disciples, Jesus spoke of their 
relationship to the world: “I have given them Your word; and 
the world has hated them, because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask You to take 
them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. As You sent Me 
into the world, I also have sent them into the world” (John 
17:14-18). 

We often talk about being “in the world but not of the 
world…” But what does that mean? “Of the world” would 
indicate a mindset that thinks and acts like the world 



without much effort to change others or to point them 
toward Christ. “Of the world” means a mind set on the flesh, 
with the focus being on what pleases us instead of what 
pleases God. Contrast that with Paul’s admonitions: 

“For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set 
on the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on 
the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject 
itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 
and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God” (Romans 8:6-8). 

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind that you may prove what 
is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God” (Romans 12:2). 

What are our options when it comes to living in this world?  

1. We can fully accept it and live in it (like an atheist). In this 
case we have completely given up on trying to live as 
Christ would have us to live. We have given ourselves over 
completely to the world, which is a mind that is hostile to 
God (cf. James 4:4). 

2. We can fully reject it and live “out of it” (in total isolation). 
In this case we have given up trying to convert others and 
have a positive influence on those around us. Christ sent 
His disciples into the world to make a difference and let 
their lights shine (Matthew 5:14-16). 

3. We can try to accommodate Christianity to the world. In 
this case we hold onto an unbiblical form of “Christianity” 
without trying to buck against the world very much. We 
call ourselves Christians, but we won’t really try to reach 
out with the gospel. After all, we don’t want to offend the 

people of the world with something like a crucified savior 
(see 1Corinthians 1:18ff). 

4. We can try to accommodate the world to Christianity. In 
this case we are bringing in more of the world to affect 
more of God’s people (cf. 1Corinthians 5:6-7). We make 
Christianity look more like a worldly endeavor rather than 
a spiritual relationship with God. 

5. We can try to understand our relationship to the world 
through God’s lenses. This is, of course, what God would 
have us do. Our filter for understanding the world is 
Scripture instead of trying to understand Scripture 
through the lenses of the world. We see the world as lost 
and in need of Jesus, whereas the world sees “religion” as 
lost and in need of more worldliness. Yet the only hope 
we have of understanding our relationship with God is by 
understanding our lost condition without Him. Then we 
can begin to have a proper perspective of the world. 

“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep 
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the 
right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, 
not on the things that are on earth” (Colossians 3:1-2). 

(This article comes from Brother Moyer’s website, 
MindYourFaith.com. This is one of many sites I visit regularly 
for encouragement and insight into the Word of God. Having 
such resources so freely available is almost like visiting with 
several preachers each week to discuss God’s Word and the 
various issues we each face. While scanning Facebook and 
Twitter may give you a quick view into the lives of your 
friends, sites run by sound Gospel men (and women) will give 
benefit in serving God and fighting Satan. Give focus to God’s 
Word with care and diligence. DLH) 


