For Our Information
The Simpson family is out of town this
weekend.
Paula Laubach is still dealing with pain
from her car accident injuries. She and
David are also assisting his ailing mother.
Ricky Ragsdale is doing about the same.
Many of our families have those who are
sick or infirmed. We need to remember
them in our prayers. We also need to give
them help and encouragement as we are
able. Calls, notes and visits can do much to
lift the spirits of those stuck at home.
Information regarding flooded brethren
in Louisiana is on the bulletin board.

Contact Us
We want opportunities
to speak with others
about our work in the
Lord’s Kingdom.
Church of Christ
1512 Tanner Street
Malvern, AR 72104
(501) 332-8806
preacher@tannerst.com

Visit us on the web at

tannerst.com

Keep your brothers & sisters in mind
We seek only to serve God according to His Will!

Distractions, Too
In a recent phone conversation my Dad and I discovered we
had both been reading in Ezekiel lately. We talked some
about the visions Ezekiel experienced and how there were
many things difficult to understand in his descriptions.
Later I was thinking how many get distracted and devote a
lifetime to working out what such visions mean and how we
should see them in our life today. After a lifetime of study
regarding such things most often they still do not fully
understand. Is that the kind of study that God wants us to
engage in to help us serve Him? While study is needed,
spending all our time deciphering ancient symbolic language
will not serve us well in resisting temptation nor will it
prepare us to lead someone from sin to Christ. We must not
overlook any Scripture, but must also use discernment.
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Such is modern man's ignorance of
God's word, as well as His justice and
mercy, that we often misunderstand
the simplest Bible expressions and
concepts. For example, the age old
principle of justice contained in the
phrase "an eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth" is frequently seen as a
statement advocating revenge and
cruelty. Originally, however, it meant
nothing of the sort. Several years ago,
I read a magazine article in which a
clergyman from New York stated that
the "eye for an eye" approach "is not
reflective of the Divine Spirit." Say,
What! Where does he think the
expression came from in the first
place?

Do not
judge
according to
but judge
with
righteous
judgment.
John 7:24
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Despite the ignorance of highfalutin theology, the
principle of "an eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth" is an expression of God's righteous judgment
and mercy. Justice demands punishment, but
punishment in proportion to the crime.
"If men struggle with each other and strike a
woman with child so that she gives birth
prematurely, yet there is no injury, he shall surely
be fined as the woman's husband may demand
of him, and he shall pay as the judges decide.
But if there is any further injury, then you shall
appoint as a penalty life for life, eye for eye,
tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for
bruise"
Exodus 21:24
The "Divine Spirit," being righteous, does indeed
demand punishment, but is also insistent that the
punishment not exceed the crime. The penalty for
causing a premature birth with no permanent
damage to the child is much less severe than if the
child should die or be maimed. Such is the nature of
true justice. In fact, our own system of jurisprudence
follows this same model. Prison sentences and
punitive damages are based (theoretically, at least) on
the nature of the crime, damage inflicted upon the
victim, and any extenuating circumstances that need
to be factored in.
We've all heard tales of "justice" in Muslim
nations, in which a man steals a loaf of bread to feed
his family, and has his hand cut off as punishment.
Where is the justice or equity in that? Surely his hand
was of infinitely greater value than the bread. Under
such a system of "justice," the man is now rendered

Store In My Heart
Jude 3
Beloved, although I
was very eager to
write to you about our
common salvation, I
found it necessary to
write appealing to you
to contend for the
faith that was once for
all delivered to the
saints.
The focus in this
verse, though often
placed on delivering,
is our need to contend
for the faith. We know
were to find God's
Word. We need to
focus on making sure
it is not lost, to
ourselves and others.
We ought to be
proclaiming the Word
to the lost and dying
around us. We need
to make certain that
the Word is active and
working in our own
life.
God gave us His Will,
now we need to fight
for
its
continued
spread
throughout
mankind.

incapable of working to support his family, which will
make the temptation to steal bread even greater than
before! God's justice is designed to correct the
offense, not to create a worse offender.
It is not surprising that folks don't understand the
principle of "an eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth." Very few people have actually read the
statement in its biblical context.
Instead, as with other statements taken out of
context, men have assumed that it means the very
opposite of what it teaches. Men assume that Israel's
citizens were given license to take the law into their
own hands in exacting vengeance. In truth, the nation
had judges in place to execute judgments in a lawful
manner. They were governed by the rule of law. "An
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth" guaranteed
that the guilty party could not be punished any more
severely than the crime warranted.
In today's non-moral, non-judgmental, nonthinking society, men often reject God's righteous
justice for the very reason that it demands the
determination that one is GUILTY of something.
We've foolishly been told, "It's not right to judge,"
when in fact we must "judge righteous judgment"
based on sound biblical principles, John 7:24. But
whatever the notions of men, facing the
consequences of our actions is inherently just. Yet
God's justice and mercy dictate that we should not
exact any punishment that outstrips the crime in its
excessiveness. Let's not denigrate the principle of "an
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth." Rather, let's
rejoice that we serve a God of justice, mercy, and
fairness.

