For Our Information
God’s plan for helping needy saints was
fulfilled over the past few weeks as we
witnessed help given to our brethren in
Louisiana.
While many of our local group continue
to deal with illness and pain, it seems most
are without extra difficulties at this time.
Brenda Keisler is dealing with some
severe pain as she seeks further treatment
for her neck issues.
Ricky Ragsdale is continuing chemo
treatments for his cancer. These leave him
weak for a while making much activity
difficult.

Keep your brothers & sisters in mind

Contact Us
We want opportunities
to speak with others
about our work in the
Lord’s Kingdom.
Church of Christ
1512 Tanner Street
Malvern, AR 72104
(501) 332-8806
preacher@tannerst.com

Visit us on the web at

tannerst.com

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!

God Has Spoken
Truth is understandable (John 8:31-32). God's Word is truth
(John 17:17). Error differs from truth. Many errors are
obvious when compared with the Scriptures. God's warning
against eating the forbidden fruit was clear. "...in the day that
you eat of it you shall surely die" (Genesis 2:17). Satan's
words to Eve were: "You will not surely die" (Genesis 3:4).
The difference is obvious. So it is with many errors today.
Think on these things. —Gilbert Alexander
(Many will try to turn us from God’s Word just as Satan
turned Eve. We must resist such efforts and the only certain
way to keep from falling prey to false teaching is for us to
spend much time reading God’s Word. Listening to the
preacher can help. Bible class will help also. But only
dedicated time in study will give full assurance. DLH)
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In previous writings we have
considered how one can realize their
desire to have a relationship with God.
Knowing of God and learning about
Him comes by giving attention to what
He has revealed of Himself. Such
knowledge, to an open, seeking heart,
will urge one to leave behind the
world as he turns attention to God.
Declaring belief in God and His Son
who died for our sin brings one to the
point of full submission. Our last
article discussed the need for
obedience through immersion in
water to put to death the old man and
rise a new child of God.

They were
continually
devoting
themselves to
the apostles’
teaching and
to fellowship,
to the breaking
of bread and
to prayer.
Acts 2:42
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In Acts 2 we see just such action taking place
Store In My Heart
among the many Jews who heard and believed after
Peter spoke to them. Luke records some three
Romans 1:16-17
1:16
thousands gave themselves into the service of our For I am not
Lord. He tells us in a later verse that this was only the ashamed of the
beginning of those who submitted as the Lord gospel, for it is the
power of God for
continued to add those who were being saved.

Baptism Is A Beginning
In Acts 2:42 we find that those who obeyed the
urging of Peter to repent and be baptized were
“continually devoting” themselves to the teaching
from God. The example found here shows an attitude
of ongoing service. There was no rest for those who
heard the message of Jesus. They wanted to hear
more about Jesus and what it meant to be a child in
the family of God. As they learned they made
changes in their activities. They sought additional
opportunities to be with the ones Jesus had left to
deliver His Message.
They seemed to understand that obedience was
an ongoing requirement. Instead of returning to their
previous way of life they sought to learn more about
what God expected. They knew that an ongoing
relationship with Jesus would require them to keep
doing what was pleasing to Him. This feeling of strong
loyalty to Jesus became a dominating force in their
life.
Giving attention to the teaching from the Apostles
helped each of these new disciples learn more about
God. The more they learned the closer they would
feel and the stronger their faith and trust in Him

would become. It is a self promoting cycle. The more
we learn, the closer we feel. The closer we feel, the
more we want to understand.

Focused On Learning
Better understanding seemed to be more
important than returning home. These early converts
were from across the empire. Many had probably
been in Judea for almost two months for the Jewish
feasts. They stayed even longer because of the unique
opportunity to hear the Word of God from the chosen
messengers of Jesus.

salvation to everyone
who believes, to the
Jew first and also to
the Greek. For in it the
righteousness of God
is revealed from faith
to faith; as it is
Devotion to the Word is necessary for the
written, “But the
righteous man shall newborn child of God. It is through the Word that we
live by faith.”
increase our understanding so that we can grow. Just
The Gospel reveals
the righteousness of
God. He gave His Son
that we could be free
from sin. He knew we
could never pay the
price for our sins. The
only way that was just
and right was for a
perfect sacrifice to
die. Jesus is that
sacrifice.
We need to tell the
world of the sacrifice
of Jesus on the cross
of Calvary. We need
to live our life as a
memorial to the life
He gave for us.

as the Word teaches us who God is, it also teaches us
what He wants for us. Feeding on the Word and
practicing what we learn will exercise our senses and
train us to recognize good and evil. (Hebrews 5:13-14)
Paul told Timothy that diligence in the Word would
help him accurately handle it. (2Timothy 2:15) Later
he stated that inspired Scripture was needed to
completely equip us for the work God calls us to do.
(2Timothy 3:16-17) In his earlier letter attention to
Scripture was encouraged for progress and ensuring
salvation for both Timothy and his hearers. 1Timothy
4:13-16)
Every Christian needs to focus on the Word.
Without such focus we will never grow and thus we
will not be pleasing to God. From hearing of God to
our death we must remain in the Word if we are to be
with God for eternity.

