
Contact Us 
We want opportunities 
to speak with others 
about our work in the 
Lord’s Kingdom.  

Church of Christ 

1512 Tanner Street 

Malvern, AR 72104 

(501) 332-8806 

preacher@tannerst.com 

Visit us on the web at 

tannerst.com 

For Our Information 
Ricky Ragsdale is doing about the same. 

Theresa Ragsdale is dealing with injuries 
from her recent fall. 

The Simpson family is out of town this 
weekend. 

Jimmy, Annette & Adene Gray are out of 
town, visiting Shane and his family in 
North Carolina. They should be returning 
some time this week. 

RC Ragsdale will be leaving next weekend 
for a vacation in Japan. 

Let us remember one another in mind 
and prayer as we are apart during the 
coming week. 

Keep your brothers & sisters in mind 

We seek only to serve God according to His Will! 

now, you hear?” I understand they are doing a lot of talking 
about what they have picked up from others and don’t wish it 
passed on to certain others, since they are not even sure 
about its truthfulness. I have noticed, however, a smirking 
smile on many of their faces because they have told it to 
somebody and have enjoyed doing so. Many of the people go 
straight to Don’t Tell Park after getting off Idleness Train that 
travels through the Tunnel of Hate. 

This is Gossiptown. What a town! It is probably one of the 
more wicked places around, not just because of the crimes 
committed there, but also because of the hate that begins 
there. It often spreads to surrounding places and causes 
many towns and states to have their own problems and 
crimes. Many who have visited the town have decided never 
to return, but far too many people have stayed there so long 
that they wouldn’t live anywhere else. 

 If anyone 
thinks himself 
to be religious, 
and yet does 
not  bridle his 
tongue but 
deceives his 
own heart, this 
man’s religion 
is worthless. 

James 1:26 

Everybody’s been to Gossiptown at 
least once in life. Most people spend 
much time there, because they enjoy 
the amusements of the place or the 
company they meet there. Frequently 
they meet people much like 
themselves; and occasionally they 
become so astonished at what they 
are like when seeing others doing the 
same thing, that they wake up and 
decide to leave the place and never 
return again. 

Gossip and all sorts of activities 
associated with it occupy the time of 
the people who live there or visit 
there. The residents decided to stay 
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GossipTown 
Bobby L. Graham 



Store In My Heart

1Corinthians 4:6

I have applied all 
these things to myself 
and Apollos for your 
benefit, brothers, that 
you may learn by us 
not to go beyond 
what is written, that 
none of you may be 
puffed up in favor of 
one against another.

 

The focus of Paul in 
this verse seems to be 
keeping ourselves 
within the boundaries 
of what has been 
revealed. 

We must always be 
careful that we do not 
go beyond what God 
has revealed. The 
record of God's 
revelation to man is 
the Bible. We cannot 
add to, or take from, 
what God has given. 
The Word is our only 
link to the Creator. It 
will take us safely 
home to the Father, 
but only if we follow it 
exactly. 

Keep the Word and 
Keep IN the Word!

many years ago, so they could gossip and keep up the 
lifestyle of the town, while the visitors come once in a 
while to check it out, with some of them deciding to 
move there for good. 

Let me show you around Gossiptown, because it’s 
the kind of place that attracts many. I do admit, 
however, that a few have found the place repulsive. 
The town is divided by a large river flowing through 
the middle; it is Falsehood River. Many lies of all 
kinds—black lies, white lies, social lies, half lies—false 
charges, cheats, deceitful ways have been found in 
the river. It has been said that those who drink the 
water from that river find it hard to tell the truth 
again. 

Crossing Falsehood River is Bitterness Bridge. So 
many bitter words have been spoken there and hurt 
feelings have been caused there by the gossip of the 
town. It is quite common to see people crying, 
anguishing over what somebody has said, and 
expressing bitter feelings, thoughts, and words— all 
because of the falsehoods that have been spread or 
the disregard of many for the feelings of others. 

Down by the river and running next to the bridge 
is a track, where Idleness Train runs on a regular 
schedule. People who have nothing better to do than 
gossip ride the train and talk about things they don’t 
understand, pass along what they have heard 
(especially if it is about an enemy), or speak evil of 
others. Many reputations have been ruined and many 
families have been disrupted by riders on the train. 

The Tunnel of Hate lies along the track of Idleness 
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Train. The tunnel is long and dark, because hate 
abounds in this town and feeds on the lies that are 
told. Yes, hate causes many of the lies to begin, and 
then the lies cause even more hate. Inside the tunnel 
can be found many angry people, plotting schemes 
against others, speaking about their suspicions of 
others, their jealousy and envy. When these angry 
people have left the Tunnel of Hate, they have 
sometimes caused problems with other residents in 
the town and even with the visitors. Some families 
have had much turmoil and churches have had big 
problems because of the people who spent time in 
the tunnel. Even some of the businesses and other 
work place in the town have experienced major 
disruptions from some of these same people. There 
seems to be something very evil that happens to the 
riders on Idleness Train who pass through the Tunnel 
of Hate. 

The town has two main streets, with one 
intersecting the other at the middle of town They are 
They Say Avenue and I’ve Heard Boulevard. The 
boulevard is a much larger street than the avenue, 
because many more people travel it than the other. 
People have sometimes asked about there not being 
more than two streets for such a large town with so 
many people. I also have wondered, but the people 
there are so busy in their gossiping that they seem to 
have little time to do anything useful. Near the 
intersection of these two streets is a park where 
many residents spend a considerable part of the day. 
It is Don’t Tell Park. When a passerby is near, he can 
easily hear people there saying, “Shhh…don’t you tell 


