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Matthew 19 and Romans 7.
The "Present Distress"?

First, their letter and Paul's answer were written in
the midst of a "present distress" (v. 26) when
Christians who married could expect "trouble in the
flesh" (v. 28). Paul was concerned that the cares of
married life might keep some from serving the Lord
"without distraction" (vv. 32-35). He, therefore,
cautioned against marrying. Some have discounted
much of the apostolic instruction in this chapter
because of those circumstances. It should be
observed that when Paul appealed to the "present
distress," the issue was only whether to marry or not
and, even then, the disciples were given freedom to
make the choice (vv. 8-9). If they married, all those
responsibilities God placed on mates were to be
observed (vv. 1-5) and they were not allowed to
depart (vv. 10-16). Neither were any divine
regulations governing married life changed during or
because of the "distress."

Paul Versus The Lord?

Second, in conjunction with questions raised
about the impact of the "present distress" there is
another issue concerning the relation between what
Paul was presently saying and what the Lord had said
while with the apostles. Some have argued that Paul's
instructions are optional because they represent his
opinions and were not guided by the Spirit. Careful
reading of the text should dispel this notion:

(a) In verse six, Paul says that the authorization for
temporary relief from the responsibilities of mates (v.
5) was granted as a ‘'"concession," not a
"commandment." The "concession" was from the
Lord and it was intended to provide time for prayer
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leading to reconciliation. The apostle was not,
however, "commanding" a separation. Nothing in the
text indicates that Paul's words here were not
inspired.

(b) In verses ten and twelve, the apostle first
stressed what Jesus had himself initially taught,
namely that a wife must not depart from her husband
(v. 10); and then he presented the later specific
instruction now given to him by the Lord that the
Christian living with a non-Christian should not leave
the mate (v. 12). Again, there is no contradiction
between Paul and Jesus, and there is no indication
that Paul was speaking on his own apart from
inspiration. The statements simply call attention to
the fact that Paul's directive was an application
growing out of Jesus' own words. That fact is further
emphasized in v. 17 when Paul gave
"order" (authoritative command) concerning the
things taught in the passage.

(c) Toward the end of the chapter, Paul affirmed
that he had been allowed to write his "judgment"” on
the advisability of marrying under the present
circumstances (vv. 25,26,40). If we were to grant that
Paul was expressing purely human judgment, we
would be forced to recognize that he clearly declared
it to be judgment and that he spoke only about a
matter in which God allows Christians to make a
decision. It is optional whether one marries and Paul
also clearly stated that his judgment was not
compulsory. The truth is, however, that Paul was not
simply expressing his own humanly fallible opinion.
He was, instead, expressing apostolic judgment
guided by the Spirit of God. He said, "l give judgment
as one whom the Lord in his mercy has made
trustworthy" (v. 25). Paul spoke often of having been



