For Our Information
Joyce Venable is recovering from
the flu. Bill’s brother has been
talking some and is slowly beginning
to drink and eat.
Paula Laubach is having breathing
problems. David Laubach is out of
town this weekend. Adelaide
Laubach had her cast removed.
The Simpson family is out of town.
Theresa Ragsdale is doing good
following her recent procedures.
Keep our brothers & sisters in mind

Contact Us
We want opportunities
to speak with others
about our work in the
Lord’s Kingdom.
Church of Christ
1512 Tanner Street
Malvern, AR 72104
(501) 332-8806
preacher@tannerst.com

Visit us on the web at

tannerst.com

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!

a Christian I don't have to do as good as they did? Since God
still owns the world and the priesthood of Christ is superior
to the priesthood of Levi, I believe we should do EVEN MORE
since we have a perfect priest who gave Himself as a perfect
sacrifice for our salvation.
God gave His Son to save us. Christ became poor to save
us. The apostles gave up everything to be ambassadors for
Him. Early disciples sacrificed for the benefit of their
brethren. The New Testament has much to say about giving
and the sin of covetousness -- equating it to idolatry (Col.
3:6). I don't believe an idolater can go to heaven unless he
repents.
I don't want to be covetous because I want to go to
heaven. This article is written to keep R.J. Stevens from
robbing from God. I hope it will also help you. (And a good
reminder to me as well. DLH)
Biblical Insights, May, 2006
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I Don’t Want To Rob God
R. J. Stevens
Most of us would never think of
robbing from man. However, is it
possible that we are guilty of robbing
God? Note the question from the
prophet, "Will a man rob God? Ye have
robbed Me. But ye say, wherein have
we robbed Thee? In tithes and
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse:
for ye have robbed Me, even this whole
nation" (Mal. 3:8,9). According to Lev.
27:30 the people were taught, "And all
the tithe of the land, whether of the
seed of the land, or of the fruit of the
tree, is the Lord's: it is holy unto the
Lord." They knew they had kept back
the Lord's part. It seems to me that the
Lord was being mighty generous in
letting them keep ninety percent for
themselves and their families.

The earth is
the Lord’s,
and all it
contains, The
world, and
those who
dwell in it.
Psalm 24:1
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The Psalms remind us that everything in the world
belongs to the Lord (Psa. 50:10-15). Note what Paul
by inspiration said to the church at Rome and to the
church at Corinth "I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service" (Rom. 12:11). "For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's" (1Cor. 6:20).
"For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness
thereof" (1Cor. 10:26)
True servants of God know that they belong to
God and that everything in the world belongs to their
Master. Paul reminds us of this great truth when he
wrote to Timothy. "But godliness with contentment is
great gain. For we brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having
food and raiment let us be therewith content. But
they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare,
and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced
themselves
through
with
many
sorrows" (1Tim 6:6-10).
Adam and Eve didn't bring one thing into this
world. Everything they had came from God. And
every person since Adam and Eve did not bring
anything with them and...when they died they didn't
take anything with them. This proves that everything
in this world belongs to God and man is at best a
steward.
I realize that tithing was part of the Patriarchal and
Mosaic dispensations. My question is: Where in the

Store In My Heart
2Peter 1:5-8
1:5
For this very reason,
make every effort to
supplement your faith
with virtue, and virtue
with knowledge, and
knowledge with selfself
control, and selfself
control
with
steadfastness,
and
steadfastness
with
godliness,
and
godliness
with
brotherly
affection,
and
brotherly
affection with love.
For if these qualities
are yours and are
increasing, they keep
you
from
being
ineffective
or
unfruitful
in
the
knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
Faith,
virtue
&
knowledge are the
beginning
Christian
growth. These other
characteristics will be
developed by those
who truly seek to be
like Christ. The closer
we get to Christ in our
life, the more these
qualities will shine.

New Testament does it imply that Christians can do
less? Does God own less of the world today than He
did during the days of Abraham or Moses? If God
required tithes and offerings from the time of
Abraham until the death of Christ on Calvary, what
makes me think I can do less than His people of Old
Testament times? The Hebrew writer points out that
the priesthood of Christ is superior to that of Levi. Yet,
the Jews were required to give tithes and offerings to
support the Levitical priesthood (Heb. 7:1-6). What
makes me think I can do less in respect to my
priesthood?
Some may say that I am using the Old Testament
to prove a point. But Paul reminds us, "whatever was
written
aforetime
was
written
for
our
learning..." (Rom. 15:4). What do we learn from what
is written concerning giving in Old Testament times?
They gave tithes and offerings unto the Lord. We can
learn that when some of them didn't, God accused
them of stealing from Him.
In the New Testament we are taught to give as we
have been prospered (1Cor. 16:1,2) and purposed in
our hearts (2Cor. 9:7). We are taught to give to prove
the sincerity of our love (2Cor. 8:8), to give cheerfully
(2Cor. 9:7), and liberally (2Cor. 9:6).
I need to learn the truth about giving in worship as
much as I need to learn the truth about singing in the
right manner without man-made instrumental music.
I need to learn how to give as much as I need to learn
when to partake of the Lord's Supper and how I am to
partake of it.
The Jews prospered in material things as we do
today. Their prosperity required them to give a
portion back to God. What makes me believe that as

