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church services should be a priority over any other
conflicting activity. And so, not only did | tell my
children that Wednesday evening Bible study was the
Wednesday evening priority and Gospel Meeting
services were the weeknight priority during the week
of our Gospel meetings, | tried my best to exemplify it
as well.

In this case, it meant that Matt would miss playing
in the baseball game and | would miss coaching it on
that Tuesday evening. That certainly was not a "life or
death" decision--we would have more than enough
players suited up to play the game, and several
assistant coaches who could fill my shoes. The game
would go on perfectly fine without us (as much as we
would like to think otherwise), and if not, it was a
game--"an activity engaged in for amusement."

When | shared with my head assistant that Matt
and | would be missing the lone Tuesday evening
game, he was a bit stupefied. He found it difficult to
understand why | would miss the game to attend
church. He asked me to reconsider, and when |
refused to, he answered, "But it's just church!"

Now, mind you, this was a fellow who had already
missed several Saturday morning games because he
was a race car enthusiast and several races he wanted
to attend had been run out of town on Saturday. But
that was race cars! This was "just church."

That kind of attitude has become more and more
prevalent in our recreation-mad society. "It's just
church" has become a mantra for unbelievers who
see nothing of interest or entertainment, and
therefore nothing of value, in church services. That is
certainly disturbing, but what is even more disturbing
is the increased slack attitude toward church evident
among those who claim to be believers. It used to be

Store In My Heart

Psalm 139:14

I will give thanks to
You, for | am fearfully
and wonderfully
made; Wonderful are
Your works, And my
soul knows it very
well.

What is your attitude
regarding God? The
Psalmist  recognizes
Him as Creator and
offers sincere
gratitude for what He
has done. In this
passage we also see
that the Psalmist
recognizes that his
very  existence is
sufficient proof of the
handy work of God.
The creation around
and within us should
cause us to praise God
for His great and
mighty power. God
not only provides the
air, food, and water
we require, He has
given us the means to
process those things
so that we may live.
Praise God from
whom all blessings
flow!

that schools and recreational organizations would not
schedule activities on Wednesday evenings because
of pressure from most of the more conservative
denominational churches. That pressure seems to be
almost non-existent today. And so, not only are
Wednesday evening activities scheduled with no
thought, but even Sunday morning activities have
become commonplace.

And even in the Lord's church (where we continue
to stress the importance of "church") it is not
uncommon to see a slack attitude about church
services, especially weeknight services. "It's just
church" might not be on the lips, but is it in the
heart? Is it in your heart?

Perhaps it is unfortunate that we have come to
use the phrase "going to church" to describe what we
do on Sunday mornings, Sunday evenings,
Wednesday evenings and during Gospel Meetings.
Maybe we need to be reminded of what "going to
church" really is. "Going to church" is singing songs of
praise to God. "Going to church" is offering prayers to
God for and with one another. "Going to church" is
remembering in a special way the death of Christ for
our sins. "Going to church" is studying with other
Christians so that we can better understand the will of
God for our lives. "Going to church" is adoration to
the One who created us and continues to bless us.
"Going to church" is stirring one's fellow Christians to
love and good deeds.

Wow, "It's just church" sounds pretty lame when
we remember what going to church is, doesn't it? The
next time you are tempted to miss, thinking that "It's
just church," try substituting the word church with
one of those descriptions of what church is.

"I think I will stay home tonight. After all, it's



