For Our Information

Jordan Wright had an
appendectomy last Thursday. She
was back home Friday but is still in a
lot of pain.

Ruben Keisler is to have surgery on
his hand July 9th.

Vickie McNees is in Wisconsin this
week.

The Simpson Family is out of town
this weekend.

Remember one another as we pray
to the Father each day

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!

Yes, "every creature" was able to hear the word of God within
thirty years or so of the Day of Pentecost in Acts 2. The Great
Commission was fulfilled just as Paul says. In most cases the
actual efforts of these traveling gospel preachers is unknown
but to the Lord. They would have been of the same
dedication that the writer of Hebrews said, "Of whom the
world was not worthy." Hebrews 11:37-38

(This article helps us better understand how God’s plan to
spread His will among men was carried out. We have record
in the Acts of the many travels of the apostle Paul, as well as
his desire to travel to even farther lands in spreading the
Gospel. We should not be surprised when Paul mentions the
Gospel had spread across the world. Twelve men made it
their mission to do just that. The thousands of converts
during the first year of teaching later went everywhere
teaching the Word. God’s plan will always be successful. DLH)
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Preach The Gospel
To Every Creature
Marc Smith

And he said unto them, Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. Mark 16:15

You know, this was a tall order for
the apostles to carry out. Have you
ever wondered how they actually did
this? Of course, the New Testament
confirms they did in Colossians 1:23,
"..the gospel, which ye have heard,
and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven." We
can only conclude from this, that from
the time Jesus spoke the words of the
Great Commission in the mid-thirties
AD, to about 66-67AD when Paul
wrote the letter to the Colossians, a
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“Therefore,
those who
had been
scattered
went
about
preaching
the word.”
Acts 8:4
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span of time of just over thirty years transpired. Could
it really be possible that in this period of time or less,
that mere men in primitive times with no knowledge
of the extent of the actual size of the world had
traversed the entire globe? Some have sought to
explain that this could not be, but must have meant
"in the known world" or the world which was
dominated by the Roman Empire of the 1st Century
AD. Let us stop for a moment and reason this out to
see if it is such an impossibility or a stretch of reality
for this to have been done as the Lord required of His
apostles.

Remember that the continents of Europe, Africa,
and Asia are all connected to the Middle East, and
that travel was constant between these great land
masses that constitute the majority of the "terra
firma" of our planet. We know that disciplined Roman
soldiers commonly marched in great numbers at the
rate of thirty miles per day. It has been suggested that
in music, "four-four" time is the same rate at which
these soldiers marched, covering a ground eating,
one mile every fifteen minutes or four miles per hour.
The farthest regions of Europe could be reached by
these solider on foot in only weeks at such rates of
travel. They marched to war and maintained the unity
and peace of the "pax romana" in this way. So, we can
conclude that highly motivated servants of the Lord
could travel like this, too, though no doubt, with great
hardships involved, to achieve this great goal in the
allotted time. But what about the New World, the
island continent of Australia, and all the other nearly
countless islands of the seas? How could these have
been reached in such primitive times to make

Store In My Heart
2Timothy 2:15

Be diligent to
present yourself
approved to God as a
workman who does
not need to be
ashamed, accurately
handling the word of
truth. (NASB)

KJV - Study ...
ESV - Do your best ...

Effort and work are
evident in this verse.

We need to put forth
our best effort in
learning how to please
God so that we will be
the worker he desires
for us to be. The only
way to please God is
to use His Word to
change our life.

The last phrase in
this verse reminds us
that our work for God
involves not just using
His Word in our own

life, but also
demonstrating it to
others.

Work your hardest
to become a proper
worker within God's
Word. Learn and apply
this verse!

Colossians 1:23 be true?

In recent years it has been documented, and
evidence unearthed that the ancients far back before
the time of the apostles, thousands of years in fact,
had ocean-going craft, which were apparently capable
of reaching any shore on earth. In 1968, at Hull,
England, a long, low style of boat, a pre-cursor to the
Viking ships, was dug up from ancient river mud to
reveal that it was about 4,500 years old. Thor
Heyerdahl's many transoceanic journeys utilizing
ancient styles of sea craft proved, for the most part, it
was at least possible for people to travel from one
continent to another across vast stretches of ocean to
people Micronesia, Australia, and the whole Pacific
rim. Artifacts found in the U.S., like Roman coins
found in Indian burial mounds and stone structures
not made by Indians but made with seeming
European skills in stone masonry, and so like many
found in Europe of very old origins, would tend to
make a fairly substantial case that our shores were
not just visited, but could have even been settled
from distant diverse places. The book, "The
Farfarers," documents the travels of ancient
Europeans, particularly Basques and Celts, to New
Foundland and Labrador, and depicts a large stone
cross and stone foundations which could be close to
1,900 years old and legends told by Norse sailors
about "Christian-like" people living in that part of the
New World long ago.

The wvalue of such information helps in
corroborating for us that Colossians 1:23 tells us
something that should not be too hard to believe.



