
Contact Us 
We want opportunities 
to speak with others 
about our work in the 
Lord’s Kingdom.  

Church of Christ 
1512 Tanner Street 
Malvern, AR 72104 
(501) 332-8806 

preacher@tannerst.com 

Find us online 

tannerst.com 
FB @TannerStCoC 

For Our Information 
Bill Venable’s sister past away last 

week. Joyce Venable’s brother was 
in the hospital with double 
pneumonia. Adelaide Laubach is 
scheduled for in-grown toenail 
surgery on Thursday. 

Gracie Simpson was baptized 
Tuesday evening. 

Gracie & John Ross Simpson are in 
Mississippi this weekend. 

Remember one another as we pray 
to the Father each day 

We seek only to serve God according to His Will! 

and they alone could pass this gift on to others by laying their 
hands on someone. Others that received this gift could not 
pass it on because they were not empowered to do so. Once 
the apostles and the ones to whom they passed on this gift 
passed away, miracles ceased. They were used only to 
confirm the gospel in early New Testament times. 

(With the availability of the Word today there is no longer 
a need for miracles. Everyone can have the Word to read and 
study at their leisure. The four accounts of the life of Jesus 
and the letter from Luke giving the account of the beginning 
of the Church record these miracles in sufficient quantity to 
verify this Word to the willing heart. Our duty today is not to 
seek miracles, but to spread the message of Christ to the 
world. That duty requires us to be familiar with the message 
through our own study in such a fashion that we can answer 
the questions of those who desire to know our faith.        DLH) 

Miracles And 
Their Purpose 

There are some today who claim 
that miracles are still accomplished. 
But one who studies and understands 
the scriptures knows that the miracles 
that existed during the early days of 
Christianity would not always exist 
and they would be done away with. 
Paul says “Love never fails; but if there 
are gifts of prophecy, they will be 
done away; if there are tongues, they 
will cease; if there is knowledge, it will 
be done away” (1Corinthians 13:8). 
He further states that when the 
perfect comes, the partial will be 
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... Jesus the 
Nazarene, a 
man attested 
to you by God 
with miracles 
and wonders 
and signs 
which God 
performed 
through Him in 
your midst ... 

Acts 2:22 

Richie Thetford 



Store In My Heart

2John 9

Anyone who goes 
too far and does not 
abide in the teaching 
of Christ, does not 
have God; the one 
who abides in the 
teaching, he has both 
the Father and the 
Son. 

 

We need to live in 
the teaching that 
Christ delivered 
through His apostles 
and inspired writers. 
Not just give some 
attention to it from 
time to time, but 
submit our very life to 
its commands and 
precepts. There is no 
way around it!

We cannot treat the 
teachings of Christ as 
a set of suggestions 
from which we pick 
bits and pieces as we 
see fit and still expect 
to remain in good 
favor with God. It is a 
way of life that we 
must live! 

Make God's Word 
the plan for living your 
life. 

done away (1Corinthians 13:9). Miracles do not exist 
today. We can see from the scriptures that miracles 
were worked at one time by Jesus (John 2:11; 6:14), 
the apostles (Acts 4:13,16; 5:12, and the early 
Christians (Acts 7:8; 8:6). We can read that John the 
Baptist did not perform miracles because his mission 
was simply to prepare the way for Jesus Christ. 
“...While John performed no sign, yet everything John 
said about this man was true” (John 10:41). 

So what was the purpose of the miracles 
performed by Jesus? First of all He performed signs to 
prove that he was approved of God “this man came 
to Him by night, and said to Him, Rabbi, we know that 
You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can 
do these signs that You do unless God is with 
him” (John 3:2). Also see Acts 2:22; 9:33. He also 
performed these miracles to prove that He was the 
Son of God. “Many other signs therefore Jesus also 
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; but these have been written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that believing you may have life in His 
name” (John 20:30-31). 

The Gospel of John was written by John so that 
“all might believe in Jesus.” Jesus performed miracles 
and wondrous signs so that others would believe that 
He truly was the Son of God. He also performed these 
miracles to produce faith (John 2:23; 11:47-48). We 
can see why Jesus worked the miracles that He did, 
but why did the apostles work miracles? 

The apostles performed miracles only to confirm 
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. “And they went 
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out and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 
with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that 
followed” (Luke 16:20). We see in Acts 14:3 where 
the apostles were speaking boldly with reliance upon 
the Lord “Who was bearing witness to the word of His 
grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by 
their hands.” Again, the apostles were using the signs 
as a means of teaching others about Jesus, to help 
show others the wonderfulness of the gospel. They 
did not work miracles to benefit themselves in any 
way. Paul said “So then tongues are for a sign, not to 
those who believe, but to unbelievers; but prophecy is 
for a sign, not to unbelievers, but to those who 
believe” (1Corinthians 14:22). Peter also confirms this 
when he says “or no prophecy was ever made by an 
act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God.” (2Peter 1:21). If the apostles could 
use miracles to benefit themselves, surely the apostle 
Paul would have used one to remove the thorn that 
was in his flesh as we read about in 2Corinthians 12:7
-10. He did not because he realized that the power he 
possessed was only meant to confirm the gospel of 
Jesus. How did they and the early Christians receive 
the power to work miracles? Christ had it from the 
beginning, the apostles received it in accordance with 
Acts 2:1-4, and the others received it only by the 
direct laying on of hands by the apostles themselves. 
“Then they began laying their hands on them, and 
they were receiving the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon 
saw that the Spirit was bestowed through the laying 
on of the apostles' hands, …” (Acts 8:17-18). 

We can see that the miracles were given to the 
apostles directly by the Holy Spirit (Acts 2) and they 


