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always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a
reason for the hope that is in you; yet
do it with gentleness and respect,
1Peter 3:15

Store In My Heart
Galatians 2:20
I have been crucified with
Christ. It is no longer I who live,
but Christ who lives in me. And
the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself
for me.
Between 48 & 55 AD Paul
penned this letter to churches
in the region of Galatia. At
some point in his travels he had
taught among these brethren.
As he states early in the letter,
he was surprised that they had
been taken in by false teachers
promoting Jewish practices
even though they knew the
truth.
The verse above reminds us
of the Gospel taught by Paul to
these brethren. These brethren
needed to remember that their
salvation was through faith in
Christ. It is a lesson we need
even today. Every part of who I
am must be controlled by my
belief in Christ as Savior and
Lord.

Worship
Sunday 10:20 am & 5:00 pm
Bible Study
Sunday 9:30 AM
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Foundational Apologetics
Talking Points
Doy Moyer

I have tried, for better or worse, to dedicate myself over the years
to the foundations of what it means to defend the reason for our
hope (1Pet 3:15). While the study of apologetics (the defense of the
faith) has many layers and even more topics, here is, in my
experience, the most significant issues associated with this. Others
may have a different list, but here I’m boiling down what I see as the
matters that need the most attention:
1. The nature of faith. Biblical faith is very different from the way
the world defines it. Pitting science against faith, faith is typically
defined as believing something without or in spite of evidence. Even
some believers accept this faulty idea. This is not at all what biblical
faith is about, which instead is a demonstration of trust in the reality
of what we cannot see based upon the evidence that such reality
provides. Don’t let the secular world define biblical faith. Establish
early on what is actually meant by the term faith with respect to God
and Scripture. It is not in spite of evidence, but because of evidence,
that we accept the reality of what we cannot see. The truth is,
everyone does the same thing with respect to something.
2. The nature of God. Again, the world often tries to define God
for us, and we may well buy into terrible definitions. The God of
Scripture is not the God so often spoken of by unbelievers. They
speak of a flying spaghetti monster and bearded sky clown,
attempting to mock the God in whom we believe. But don’t let that
rattle you because they are not talking about Yahweh of Scripture,
even though they think they are. Rather, they are revealing a basic
ignorance about whom they think they speak. This is a matter that
needs serious attention, but we need to remember that the God of
Scripture is the God who has infinite wisdom, knowledge,
understanding, and power. This is the God who owns life and death
and has the absolute right of judgment, and He will exercise that
judgment, always, with the greatest possible wisdom and
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For Our
Information
John Jackson is
recovering
from
some dental surgery.
Brenda Keisler is
to receive more
shots in her neck this
week.
Ruben Keisler has
a number of doctor
appointments
to
deal with his health
issues.
Vickie McKnees is
doing a little better.
Paula Laubach is
doing better after
getting over some
dizziness issues.
Pray for safety,
courage & healing.

understanding. What this means is that those issues in which people argue
against God on the basis of their lack of understanding need to be
reconciled under of umbrella of God’s nature (e.g., the problem of evil or
suffering). If they do not grant that the God whom we are defending has this
nature, then they are talking about a different god, and we are not
interesting in defending anything or anyone less that the biblical Yahweh.
Making clear who we are actually talking about is crucial.
3. The nature of mankind. Getting to the point, the issue here is whether
we understand mankind as being the result of mindless, purposeless,
accidental, chance, amoral processes, or rather the product of a mindful,
purposeful, intentional, moral God. This major worldview difference is the
starting point for how we view ourselves and other human beings. This
includes the most important features of who human beings are, including
why we are moral beings, how we have the capacity to know, to love, to
freely choose our actions, and to have consciousness and conscientiousness.
Our moral and epistemological foundations are grounded in who we are.
Are we made in the image of God, or are we creatures of accident in an
accidental universe that has no mind behind it? Under this umbrella would
also fall the most significant questions of society, such as: why do we have
human rights, and what are they? Why is racism ultimately wrong? Why do
any of our actions matter at all? How do we know anything at all, including
what is right or wrong? These and many other questions need to be
answered, and they tie in not only to the nature of mankind, but also to the
nature of God.
4. The Resurrection. The resurrection of Jesus is at the center of any
apologetic defense, and it was the apologetic of the apostles in the book of
Acts. Paul argues that this is so important that if it did not happen, faith is
vain and we are still in our sins (1Cor 15:12-19). What we need to see is that
the resurrection is first an historical question: was the same person who
died seen alive again? Paul’s account in 1Corinthians is so important
because even skeptics admit that a) Paul wrote it, and b) Paul wrote it
sometime between AD 50-55. That places this writing within a 20-25 year
period after the events in question, and, historically speaking, that is
fantastic. The importance of getting a strong grasp of the resurrection is that
Paul also points out that 1) it is the foundation for our own resurrection, and
2) if we know this, then we can know that all we do for the Lord is
worthwhile (see v. 58). Get the resurrection figured out, and the rest will fall
into place. Sometimes we get sidetracked by other issues, but never let the
resurrection out of your sight.
Again, while there are multiple issues in studying apologetics, these are,
in my view, the most significant ones foundationally.
We seek only to serve God according to His Will!

