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They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer.
Acts 2:42

Store In My Heart
Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living
and active, sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing to
the division of soul and of
spirit, of joints and of marrow,
and discerning the thoughts
and intentions of the heart.

The writer gives a vivid
warning to his readers as he
reminds them that God knows
our hearts and others can see
how they compare to the Word
He has left to guide us. We
should also remember that the
Word of God is given to help us
find our weakness and sickness
so that we can correct it.

Finding God and His plan for
man in Scripture should cause
us to root out our wrongs and
use the light of God's Word to
dispel the darkness in our
hearts. God's Word is useless to
us if we do not use it to bring
about changes in our life that
produce rightness in our
thoughts and actions. God
wants us to be saved from sin.

February 2023 Wednesday 7:00 PM

Why | Attend Every
Service Of The Church

Jerry Henderson

For one reason or another, there are some absent at every service;
some without a reason at all. It is my conviction that attendance at
the assemblies of the church is a good indication of "spiritual health."
"Forsaking the assemblies' is a symptom of "heart trouble." Real love
for the Lord says: "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go into
the house of the Lord." (Psalm 122:1). However, failure to assemble
has become one of those "common" and "respectable" (???) sins.
There are a number of reasons why | attend every service of the
church and | want to share some of them with you. If you are not
attending every service, | hope you will consider these reason very
carefully.

| Attend Every Service Because The Lord Expects Me To Do So.
The Lord through his inspired writers tells me not to forsake the
assembling of myself together with others. (Hebrews 10:25).
According to Acts 2:42 it was the general practice of the first
Christians to meet and engage in the various acts of worship.

| Attend Every Service To Be With And In The Presence Of The
Lord. In Matthew 18:20, Jesus promised to be with those who were
gathered in his name. Therefore, when we assemble in the name of
Jesus (by His authority), for worship, He is with us, we are in His
presence. If someone famous were going to be at our services, | am
sure that the house would be full to running over. Certainly, being
with and in the presence of Jesus is of far more importance than
anyone here on this earth! If we refuse His company here on this
earth, how can we expect Him to invite us into heaven to be with Him

o forever?

| Attend Every Service Because Of The Spiritual Blessings Which |

Receive. Paul points out to us that all spiritual blessings are in Christ.
' (Ephesians 1:3). So, as a member of this spiritual family, when |
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For Our
Information

Paula Laubach will
have one more test
before a decision
regarding treatment
for her condition.

Dawana Butler is in
Alcoa Pines for rehab
the next few weeks.
She is doing better.

Several members
are dealing with cold
like symptoms which
we all know is not
comfortable. Please
remember all of our
sick in your prayers

Tonight we start in
2Kings 10:18ff.

Wednesday we will
start in Hebrews 7.

Start praying for our
upcoming meeting.
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assemble with others of this family, | receive blessings which | cannot
receive elsewhere. When | assemble, my faith is increased, my heart is
encouraged so that | become more humble in spirit and holy in living. | am
made to forget my fleshly nature and | am lifted to a higher standard of
living.

| Attend Every Service To Meet The Best People On Earth. When Paul
wrote to the Romans, he expressed a desire to be "filled with their
company." (Romans 15:24). This indicates to us the kind of people that Paul
knew made up the church in Rome, the kind with whom he wanted to be
associated. There may be some bad people who claim membership in the
church and there may be some morally good people outside the church but
they are that way in spite OF the church and not because of it. Where else
can you consistently find good honest people who are striving to do the will
of God from the heart?

| Attend Every Service To Set A Good Example. Jesus, in Matthew 5:13-
16 makes it very clear that he expects us to have a good influence on others.
So, | realize that there are a lot of people who are watching me who know
whether | attend every service of the Lord's church or not. | know my
children learn from my attitude toward the assemblies. If | stay at home, |
am teaching my children as well as others that | do not think the activities
engaged in at the assemblies are very important. So, if | did not attend, |
would not be setting a good example. In fact, | would be a bad influence
instead of a good influence. You see, our actions do speak a lot louder than
our words.

| Attend Every Service Because Of What | Can Give. In his letter to the
Corinthians, Paul commended the Macedonian Christians because they
"first gave their own selves to the Lord." (2Corinthians 8:5). While it is true
that | receive a lot from the services, | can also contribute a lot just by my
presence. When | attend, | lend encouragement to others just by virtue of
the fact that | made the effort to get up and get ready to come and worship
with others of like precious faith. We exhort, comfort and edify one another
when we come together. (Hebrews 10:14-15; 1Thessalonians 5:11)

What about you, are you a member of the Lord's church and as such do
you attend every service of His church that it is possible for you to attend? If
not, why not?

(I guess growing up under the influence of this attitude toward gathering
with the saint is the reason | still wonder how otherwise faithful servants of
the Lord can only feel the need to gather once a week. Everything | find in

_ Scripture indicates that we should have a stronger desire to meet with the
. saints than any other group. Are you doing all you can to help yourself and
. others serve God every day? Consider carefully, Study diligently!

DLH)

We seek only to serve God according to His Will!




