
The cross and the empty tomb together form the 
centerpiece of history and the ultimate demonstration of the 
qualities that make God, God. 

Here we see His mercy toward helpless mankind, His grace 
extended to those who could not possibly devise a way or pay 
for their own redemption, His justice that could not overlook 
sin without payment of the penalty, and his wisdom that 
worked out a plan by which guilty sinners could be made 
righteous (guiltless) without compromising either His justice or 
His holiness. Here, too, we see His sovereign power to bring 
about His purpose despite Satan's desperate opposition. 

Above all other things, the cross provides the strongest 
evidence of God's love. The man on the cross is the very Son 
whom God loved so much that He desired other sons 
"conformed to His image, the He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren" (Romans 8:29). On the cross is "the Word" 
Who was with God in the beginning, Who was God, and Who 
"became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth" (John 1:14). And, as someone else said, when we asked 
Him how much He loved us, He said, "This much..." And He 
stretched out His arms and died. 

On the cross at last, The Seed of the woman bruised the 
serpent's head. He fulfilled all the prophecies that had to do 
with the redemption of mankind. The rending of His flesh was 
accompanied by the rending of the veil in the material temple, 
signifying that the way into the true Holy Place, the dwelling of 

Store In My Heart  
Haggai 1:3-4 

Then the word of the Lord came 
by the hand of Haggai the 
prophet, “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your 
paneled houses, while this 
house lies in ruins? 

 

Haggai prophesied to the first 
Jewish exiles to return from 
Babylon to Jerusalem. When 
they first returned, they were 
urgent to rebuild the temple. 
Their urgency and dedication to 
serving God waned and over 
time they stopped working on 
the temple. They began to build 
for themselves rather than 
build for God. Haggai was sent 
by God to remind the people of 
their need to focus on God first 
even in rebuilding their land 
and nation. 

This is ever a danger among 
God's people. Throughout the 
New Testament we are warned 
to be busy doing God's work. 
Our blessings are dependent 
upon working for Him. A 
priority to serve God is essential 
to our own well-being. 

We must work the works of Him 
who sent Me as long as it is day; 
night is coming when no one 
can work. 

John 9:4 
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God, was now open to mankind (Hebrews 10:20). Here was made possible complete 
reconciliation between God and His estranged creation (Ephesians 2:18). 

On the cross was the true sacrifice of which all others were but symbols. The dying Son 
is the One "Whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be received by faith. 
This was to show God's righteousness, because in His divine forbearance He had passed 
over former sins. It was to show His righteousness at the present time, so that He might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus" (Romans 3:25-26, ESV). 

No wonder Jesus cried as He died, "It is finished" (John 19:30). 

"Oh the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! For of Him and through 
Him and to Him are all things, to Whom be glory forever, Amen" (Romans 11:33,36). 

(Biblical Insights, Vol. 8, No. 5, May, 2008) 

------------------------------------------------------ 

For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one 
will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare 
even to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 

Romans 5:6-11 

(He died for you. Will you live for Him? Think carefully how you live.   DLH) 

For Our Information 

JoBeth Henderson - echocardiogram & chemo port this week. 

Jim Soliday has a heart cath scheduled for late December. 

Paula Laubach's starts physical therapy soon. Sue Soliday is 
not getting around much. Deberah Brooks is having knee 
trouble. Brandy Tolleson will see a neurologist in March. Leta 
Rivera is still having trouble walking. 

Bill Venable's son, Tommy Robinson, had a lung biopsy last 
week. 

Dan & JoBeth will be in Texas the first of this week. 

Sunday Evening - Isaiah 37   Wednesday - Revelation 3:14 
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