Speak Truth, But. . .
Ephesians 4:11-16
Examining yourself
Hypocrisy
Luke 6:39-45 And He also spoke a parable to them:" A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?
A pupil is not above his teacher; but everyone, after he has been fully trained, will be like his teacher. Why do you look at the speck that
is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out
the speck that is in your eye, ' when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye. For there is no good tree which produces bad
fruit, nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit. For each tree is known by its own fruit. For men do not gather figs
from thorns, nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush. The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good;
and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil; for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.
2Corinthians 13:5-6 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves,
that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? But I trust that you will realize that we ourselves do not fail the test.

Self-Righteousness
Luke 18:9-14 And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with
contempt: "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and was praying
this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice
a week; I pay tithes of all that I get. ' But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to
heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me, the sinner! ' I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather
than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted."

Truth might not be what you think it is
Acts 18:24-26 Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the
Scriptures. This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately
the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But
when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

Not for the joy of hearing yourself talk
Proverbs 18:2 A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion.

Glorifying God
Not yourself
1Peter 4:10-11 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

Humility
1Peter 5:5-7 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another,
for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, tha t He
may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.

Gentle and respectful about it
1Peter 3:14-16 But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do
not be troubled, but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ will be put to shame.

Patient and kind with those in error
2Timothy 2:24-26 The Lord's bond- servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with
gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth,
and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.

Peacefully
Romans 14:19 So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.

Avoid quarreling
2Timothy 2:14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly charge them in the presence of God not to wrangle about words, which is
useless and leads to the ruin of the hearers.

Consider the Listener
Listen first
James 1:19-20 This you know, my beloved brethren. But everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak and slow to anger; for the anger
of man does not achieve the righteousness of God.

Different people need to be approached differently
1Thessalonians 5:14 We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with
everyone.

Put yourself in your hearer’s shoes before you do
Matthew 7:12 "In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

Know when to drop the subject (“Let it go...”)

Matthew 7:6 " Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet,
and turn and tear you to pieces.

Speak it in love
Ephesians 4:14-16 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into
Him who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according
to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
???

