Spiritual Nature of Christ Rule
John 18:33-38 Therefore Pilate entered again into the Praetorium, and summoned Jesus and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" Jesus
answered, "Are you saying this on your own initiative, or did others tell you about Me?" Pilate answered, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests delivered You to me; what have You done?" Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom
were of this world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My kingdom is not of this
realm." Therefore Pilate said to Him, "So You are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and
for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice." Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?"

Jesus repudiated the methods and means of the world in establishing His kingdom - Refused money, physical force,
institutions, and did not plan for a successor
Kingdom Is Within You (God Reigns in Us)
Luke 17:20-21 And having been questioned by the Pharisees, when the reign of God doth come, he answered them, and said, `The reign of
God doth not come with observation; nor shall they say, Lo, here; or lo, there; for lo, the reign of God is within you.' (YLT)
Romans 14:17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Power Behind Christ Is Spiritual -- Truth
John 8:31-32 So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."
John 17:17 Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.

Power of truth: build, extend, and defend church
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also
to the Greek.
Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and
spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Kingdom Entered by A Spiritual Birth
John 3:5-8 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that I said to you, 'You must be born again.'
The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who
is born of the Spirit."
1Peter 3:21-22 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you— not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good
conscience —through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities
and powers had been subjected to Him.
Acts 2:38-41 Peter said to them, "Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call
to Himself." And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation!"
So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls.

Christ Appeals to The Heart or Spirit of Man
Appeals to the inner man (soul, spirit, mind) not the outer man.
Christian's life & service are spiritual in nature
Material things used in service of God have a spiritual meaning
Bread & fruit of vine Luke 22:14-23; 1Corinthians 11:23-26
Our warfare is spiritual
Ephesians 6:11-18 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of
wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done
everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and
having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able
to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the
saints,
2Corinthians 10:3-6 For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh,
but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge
of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your
obedience is complete.

Christians have a spiritual work

Ephesians 4:11-16 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the
equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, we are no
longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in
deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ, f rom whom the
whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the
growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.

Even benevolence has a spiritual purpose
Anticipate a spiritual reward (crown, rest, life)
James 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has
promised to those who love Him.
2Timothy 4:8 in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that
day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Let's remain focused on what our King desires, saving souls, not satisfying the flesh!
Glenn Melton

