
Baptism Does Not 

Keep A Child of God from Having to Obey God 
Baptism is essential but is not enough in itself 

One just cannot sit down and go to heaven. 
Philippians 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 
John 15:1-8 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not 
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so 
prove to be my disciples. 
Galatians 5:22-24 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
James 2:19-26 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, 
that faith apart from works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You see 
that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted to him as righteousness"--and he was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by 
faith alone. And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out 
by another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 

Do Away with Consequences of Sin  
Guilt of sin washed away in baptism 
Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.' 
1Peter 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Physical consequences--health--property damage--murder, etc. 
Personal relationships, marriages damaged by sin--baptism may not cure. 

Cleanse Sin Committed After Baptism 
1John 1:7-2:2 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. My little 
children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
Sanctify Sinful Relationships Nor Their Results 

Efforts to justify unscriptural marriages 
Keep mate after baptism 
Unscripturally divorced can be baptized then scripturally remarry -- NO! 
What about a homosexual relationship? 
What about an immoral heterosexual relationship? 

Remove Temptation to Sin 
James 1:13-16 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God," for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts 
no one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and 
sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 
1Thessalonians 3:5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the tempter had 
tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 
2Timothy 4:1-4 I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. For the 
time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 
own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 
Hebrews 2:18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
1Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond 
your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
Acts 8:13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he 
was amazed. 
Acts 8:18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, 

Keep A Child of God from Sinning 
1John 5:16-18 If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God will give him life--to those who commit 
sins that do not lead to death. There is sin that leads to death; I do not say that one should pray for that. All wrongdoing is sin, but there is sin 
that does not lead to death. We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects 
him, and the evil one does not touch him. 
Galatians 5:4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 



1John 3:6-9 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no 
one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the 
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God 
makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God. 
Hebrews 10:26-29 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 
but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies 
without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 
spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 
1John 2:1-2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
How does a Christian prevent sin?  

Abstain 
1Peter 2:9-11 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of 
the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 

Resist 
James 4:7-8 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Flee 
1Corinthians 10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 

Prayer 
Luke 18:1 And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 

Godliness with contentment 
1Timothy 6:6-8 Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything 
out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. 

Baptism Does... 
Put One into Christ, Body of Christ 
Galatians 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
1Corinthians 12:13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit. 
Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
Acts 10:48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 


