Willfully Overlook
2Peter 3:3-7 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, and saying,
“Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” For
when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water
and by water, through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. But by His word the present heavens and earth
are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.

God has given us His Word to guide us in this life, and as Peter wrote:
2Peter 3:1 This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder,

Some deliberately overlook, we must continue to bring that Word to mind.
God:
The atheist is "willingly ignorant" (KJV) of God for He is clearly revealed.
Psalms 19:1-3 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. Day to day pours out speech, and night to
night reveals knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard.
Romans 1:18-20 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their
unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that
have been made. So they are without excuse.

It is a choice made against all the evidence of the creation.
Psalms 14:1 The fool says in his heart, "There is no God."

God's Son, The Christ:
Over three hundred separate prophecies in OT Scripture that foretell the birth, life, death & purpose of the Christ
and Jesus fulfilled them all.
Genesis 3:15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you
shall bruise his heel."
Genesis 22:18 and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice."
Deuteronomy 18:18-19 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he
shall speak to them all that I command him. And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of
him.
John 12:48-50 The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.
For I have not spoken on my own authority, but the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment--what to say and what to
speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I say, therefore, I say as the Father has told me."
Micah 5:2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is
to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
Psalms 89:3-4 You have said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I have sworn to David my servant: 'I will establish your offspring
forever, and build your throne for all generations.'" Selah
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.
Isaiah 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 53, foretells life of the Christ, gives numerous details of His death, centuries before the Christ was born -- all
perfectly fulfilled in Jesus.
The Church:
The church which Jesus built is clearly revealed in the Word of God.
Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

That church is composed of saved people:
Acts 2:47 And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Jesus is the Head of that church, which is His body
Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent.

Christ gave Himself up for the church
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of
God, which he obtained with his own blood.
Ephesians 5:23 For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.

That church is God's kingdom

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,
both men and women.
Acts 28:23 When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From morning till evening he
expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the
Prophets.
Colossians 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,

Jesus Christ is the King
1Timothy 6:13-15 I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius
Pilate made the good confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
which he will display at the proper time--he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords,

They "deliberately overlook" the teaching of God’s Word about His church
John 17:20-21 I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you,
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

God's Plan for Worship:
The worship of the church honors & glorifies God, and edifies Christians.
Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread
1Corinthians 11:20-28 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own
meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and
humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. For I received from the Lord what I also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This
is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.

Those early Christians had preaching in their assemblies.
Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul talked with them, intending to depart on th e
next day, and he prolonged his speech until midnight.

And in those assemblies, they were praying and singing praise.
1Corinthians 14:15 What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing
with my mind also.
Ephesians 6:18-19 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making
supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the
gospel,
Ephesians 5:18-19 be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to
the Lord with your heart,

They also took this opportunity to insure the finances were available to deal with the work of the church. Paul's
command regarding the Corinthian collection for the needy saints
1Corinthians 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day
of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.

Some today "deliberately overlook" the example of Nadab and Abihu
Leviticus 10:1-2 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized
fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. And fire came out from before the LORD and consumed them, and they died before
the LORD.

God accepts in worship only what He has authorized.
Worship is to honor God, to praise God, to glorify God.
Galatians 3:3 Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth."

The Plan of Salvation:
The gospel plan of salvation is clearly taught in the Scriptures
Mark 16:16 Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.
Luke 24:47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.

That is precisely what the apostles and other inspired men preached
Acts 2:37-38 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Brothers, what shall we
do?" And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The result is stated plainly;

Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
Acts 2:47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.

Some "deliberately overlook" and invent other ways of being saved.
Some teach that we are "saved by faith only." But the Scripture says:
James 2:14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him?
James 2:17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.
James 2:24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.

The only faith that will avail is
Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love.

Over and over the Lord shows that being saved requires obedience to Him:
Matthew 7:21 Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who
is in heaven.

Most denominations disparage the necessity of baptism for salvation.
Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly
places,
Romans 6:3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?

It Will Cost Them Eternity!
John 8:31-32 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free."
2Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.

Listen to what God has revealed. Let it guide you to eternal salvation.
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