
The Nature of Hell 
Revelation 14:11 

Which One? 
Hades - Place of departed spirits 
Hell (gehenna - Jews) Place of final punishment 
Tartarus (Greeks) Place of punishment comparable to gehenna 
Paradise - Place in Hades where righteous await judgment 

Deprived of eternal "well-being" 
Destruction - loss of a life of blessedness 
2Thessalonians 1:9 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 
1Thessalonians 5:1-3 Now as to the times and the epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. For you yourselves 
know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will 
come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 
Destroy - give over to eternal misery 
James 4:12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your neighbor? 
Matthew 10:28 Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. 
Perdition (destruction) 
Matthew 7:13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who 
enter through it. 
Philippians 3:18-19 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ, 
whose end is destruction, whose god is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, who set their minds on earthly things. 
Hebrews 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul. 
Romans 9:22 What if God, although willing to demonstrate His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much patience vessels of 
wrath prepared for destruction? 

Punishment 
Degrees of Punishment? 

Seems to be indicated 
Luke 12:47-48 And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, but the 
one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. From everyone who has been given much, much will 
be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more. 
Hebrews 10:29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as 
unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 
Fire 
Matthew 13:41-42 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 
commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Matthew 18:8 If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled or 
lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be cast into the eternal fire. 
Revelation 19:20 And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived 
those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which 
burns with brimstone. 
Revelation 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet 
are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
Revelation 21:8 But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and 
all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 
Mark 9:42-48 Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with a heavy millstone hung 
around his neck, he had been cast into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than, 
having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire, [where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.] If your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame, than, having your two feet, to be cast into hell, [where their worm 
does not die, and the fire is not quenched.] If your eye causes you to stumble, throw it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God 
with one eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. 
Vengeance (retribution) 
2Thessalonians 1:7-9 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power 
Jude 7 just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went 
after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire. 
Darkness 
Matthew 22:13 Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; in that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
Damnation 
Matthew 23:33 You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell? 
Duration - Everlasting (Heaven & Hell) 
Matthew 25:46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 



2Thessalonians 1:7-9 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power 

Hell is Ready 
Galatians 5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, 
just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Revelation 21:8 But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and 
all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 
Revelation 20:15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
2Thessalonians 1:7-9 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power 
Matthew 13:41 The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who 
commit lawlessness, 
1Corinthians 6:9-11 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will 
inherit the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. 
Matthew 7:21-23 Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is 
in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, 
and in Your name perform many miracles?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from ME, you who practice 
lawlessness.’ 
Matthew 25:41 Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared  for 
the devil and his angels; 

Don't Go! 
Matthew 13:43 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
1John 1:7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses 
us from all sin. 
John 14:1-4 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were 
not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, 
that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way where I am going.” 
Revelation 14:13 And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!’” “Yes,” says the 
Spirit, “so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.” 
Revelation 3:4 But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are 
worthy. 
1John 3:1-3 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason 
the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will 
be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
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