Paul's Prayer

Two of most valuable tools of Christian - Reading/Studying & Prayer
Hear lessons on need, principle, topic, persistence, faith
Today, look at some of Paul's prayers
In almost every epistle, Paul mentions either prayer for brethren or request prayer on his behalf.
Many see prayer as way to ask God for favor
What was focus in Paul's prayers?

Knowledge Leading to Salvation

Romans 10:1-3 Brethren, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. For | testify about them that they
have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. For not knowing about God'’s righteousness and seeking to establish
their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.

Glory to God from Righteous Activity

2Corinthians 9:10-15 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing
and increase the harvest of your righteousness; you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing
thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only fully supplying the needs of the saints, but is also overflowing
through many thanksgivings to God. Because of the proof given by this ministry, they will glorify God for your obedience to your
confession of the gospel of Christ and for the liberality of your contribution to them and to all, while they also, by prayer on your
behalf, yearn for you because of the surpassing grace of God in you. Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

Strength for Doing Right

2Corinthians 13:5-10 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? But | trust that you will realize that we ourselves do not fail
the test. Now we pray to God that you do no wrong; not that we ourselves may appear approved, but that you may do what is
right, even though we may appear unapproved. For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the truth. For we rejoice
when we ourselves are weak but you are strong; this we also pray for, that you be made complete. For this reason, | am writing
these things while absent, so that when present | need not use severity, in accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me
for building up and not for tearing down.

Knowledge for Achieving Salvation

Ephesians 1:15-23 For this reason | too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among you and your love for all
the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making mention of you in my prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him. | pray that the eyes of your
heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance
in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working
of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

Boldness for Teaching

Ephesians 6:18-20 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all
perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf, that utterance may be given to me in the opening of my
mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it |
may speak boldly, as | ought to speak.

Knowledge to Remain True

Philippians 1:3-11 | thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,
in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. For | am confident of this very thing, that He who began a
good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because |
have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of
grace with me. For God is my witness, how I long for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this | pray, that your love may
abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order
to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Peace to Guard

Philippians 4:4-7 Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, rejoice! Let your gentle spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Knowledge for Steadfastness



Colossians 1:9-12 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may
be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you will walk in a manner worthy of
the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; strengthened
with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.

Opportunity to Proclaim

Colossians 4:2-4 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude of thanksgiving; praying at the same time for us
as well, that God will open up to us a door for the word, so that we may speak forth the mystery of Christ, for which | have also
been imprisoned; that | may make it clear in the way | ought to speak.

Worthiness to Bring Glory to God

2Thessalonians 1:11-12 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will count you worthy of your calling, and fulfill
every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in
Him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Spread of Gospel

2Thessalonians 3:1-5 Finally, brethren, pray for us that the word of the Lord will spread rapidly and be glorified, just as it did also
with you; and that we will be rescued from perverse and evil men; for not all have faith. But the Lord is faithful, and He will
strengthen and protect you from the evil one. We have confidence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing and will continue
to do what we command. May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ.

Peace for Godliness and Teaching

1Timothy 2:1-8 First of all, then, | urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men,
for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and
acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there
is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the
testimony given at the proper time. For this | was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying) as
a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. Therefore, | want the men in every place to pray, lifting up holy hands, without wrath
and dissension.

Effective Faith in Action

Philemon 4-7 | thank my God always, making mention of you in my prayers, because | hear of your love and of the faith which
you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints; and | pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective
through the knowledge of every good thing which is in you for Christ’s sake. For | have come to have much joy and comfort in
your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.

Our Prayers Need This Also

Prosperity? Healing? Protection? No!

Knowledge, Strength, Glory to God, Spread of Truth

How many of our prayers are for things that lead to our growth or the spread of Gospel?

Yes, can pray for needs, healing, care; but must also pray as Paul
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