
Perpetual Backsliding 
Jeremiah 8:4-7 

Used about 12 times, many in Jeremiah, to describe the condition of Israel – (Continual Apostasy) turn away, 
apostate, heathenish, rebellious, idolatrous 

Warned Against 
Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
Hebrews 3:12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 
1Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
2Peter 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never 
fall. 

Examples 
Galatians 5:4 You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace. 
Acts 8:18-22 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles' hands, he offered them money, saying, 
"Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit." 
But Peter said to him, "May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! You have neither 
part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if  
possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 
2Timothy 4:10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. 
Revelation 2:4-5 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where you have 
fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. 

Results of: 
Matthew 5:13 You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything 
except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. 
Luke 9:62 Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 
2Peter 2:20-22 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they 
are again entangled in them and overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would have been better for them 
never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment delivered to them. What the 
true proverb says has happened to them: "The dog returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to wallow in the mire." 

Everyone Loses as A Result: 
Local church loses a member - Brethren lose a brother/sister 
1Corinthians 12:25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 
1Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, 

God loses a worker - Community loses Christian influence 
2Corinthians 6:1 Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
Matthew 13:33 He told them another parable. "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, 
till it was all leavened." 

Backslider loses his soul 
John 15:1-6 I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 
Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 
I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 
If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 

What Should Be Our Attitude Toward A Backslider 
Galatians 6:1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch 
on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
James 5:19-20 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings 
back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Backslider Preventions 
2Peter 1:5-10 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with 
self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love. 
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 



For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 
Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 
1Peter 2:2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation-- 
Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak." 
1Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
Hebrews 3:12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 


