
Beginnings - Law and Sin 
Romans 7:7-8 

Genesis 2:15-17 
Law protects man from himself 
First law prohibited man from knowledge of evil 
Put man in God's hands 

Genesis 3 
Violating this law brought awareness of evil - Shame from nakedness 
Paul knew sin because of law 
Romans 7:7-8 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin 
except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, taking 
opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead. 

Innocence was lost for all mankind 

Genesis 4 
Beginning of Strife, anger, rivalry Brought about by sin 
1John 3:4-10 Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. You know that He appeared in order 
to take away sins; and in Him there is no sin. No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him. Little 
children, make sure no one deceives you; the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous; the one who 
practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning. The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the 
works of the devil. No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born 
of God. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are obvious: anyone who does not practice righteousness is not 
of God, nor the one who does not love his brother. 
James 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin. 

From the beginning law and sin have been intertwined. 

Responsible for own sin 
God instructed Adam as a responsible man. Genesis 2:17 
God punished Adam as a responsible man. Genesis 3 
2Thessalonians 1:6-10 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to you 
who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 
dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will pay 
the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be 
glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for our testimony to you was believed. 

Consequences of Sin in Law 
Numbers 32:23 ... be sure your sin will find you out. 

Genesis 3 - Sorrow, pain; Difficulty in work; Death 
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive. 

Loss of blessings (22-24) 
Spiritual death - Separated from God Isaiah 59:1-2 
Ephesians 2:1-3 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. Among them 
we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, even as the rest. 
Ephesians 5:6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience. 
Romans 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 
Eternal 
Matthew 25:46 These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. 
2Thessalonians 1:9-10 These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory 
of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—for 
our testimony to you was believed. 

Remedy for sin only in Law 
Genesis 4:6-7 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? If you do well, will not your 
countenance be lifted up? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door; and its desire is for you, but you must master 
it.” 



Deuteronomy 30:15-16 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, and death and adversity; in that I command you 
today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments and His statutes and His judgments, that 
you may live and multiply, and that the Lord your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to possess it. 
Ephesians 3:8-12 To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of 
Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God who created all 
things; so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the authorities in 
the heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we 
have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 

Through Jesus 
Ephesians 1:3-12 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 
before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His 
will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In Him we have redemption through 
His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace which He lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 
He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind intention which He purposed in Him with a view to an 
administration suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things in Christ, things in the heavens and things 
on the earth. In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all 
things after the counsel of His will, to the end that we who were the first to hope in Christ would be to the praise of His glory. 
1Peter 3:18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God, having been put to 
death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit; 
1John 2:1-2 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those 
of the whole world. 


