Why Do We Assemble?
Hebrews 12:25-29
Not:
To be religious; To socialize; To satisfy the body; To please others; To satisfy curiosity; To be
entertained; political; please self; find business contacts
But:
We have been saved - things that accompany salvation
Hebrews 6:9 But, beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that accompany salvation, though we
are speaking in this way.

Worship God
Revelation 22:8-9 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the
feet of the angel who showed me these things. But he *said to me, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours and of your
brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. Worship God.”
Acts 10:33 So I sent for you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. Now then, we are all here present before God
to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.”
John 4:23-24 But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such
people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Exodus 34:14 —for you shall not worship any other god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God—
Matthew 4:10 Then Jesus *said to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’”
Psalms 29:2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship the Lord in holy array.
Hebrews 10:19-25
Ephesians 3:20-21 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen.

Edification
Ephesians 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;

Self
1Corinthians 11:28-30 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who
eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. For this reason many among you are
weak and sick, and a number sleep.

Others
1Corinthians 14:4 One who speaks in a tongue edifies himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.
1Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.
1Corinthians 14:14-17 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. What is the outcome then? I will pray
with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; I will sing with the spirit and I will sing with the mind also. Otherwise if you bless
in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not
know what you are saying? For you are giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not edified.

Evangelism
1Timothy 3:15 but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.

Assembling Necessary to Worship
Baptized believers must come together
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Acts 2:40-42 And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse
generation!” So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand
souls. They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to
prayer.

Must participate:
Be present
1Corinthians 11:17 ...you come together... 18 ... when you come together as a church... 20 ...when you meet together... 33 ...
when you come together... 34 ... come together... 1Corinthians 14:23 ...whole church assembles together... 26 ... When you
assemble...
Acts 11:26 And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers...
James 2:2 For if a man comes into your assembly...
Hebrews 10:23-25 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; and let us
consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.

Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending
to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight.

Heart
Hebrews 10:22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
2Timothy 2:22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, with those who call on the Lord from
a pure heart.
Acts 8:21 You have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.

Reverent
Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer
to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.
1Corinthians 14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 33 for God is not a God of confusion but of
peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 40 But all things must be done properly and in an orderly manner.

Christian's relationship to worship
John 4:23-24 But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such
people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Singing - Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Hear prayers - 1Corinthians 14:16-17 Otherwise if you bless in the spirit only, how will the one who fills the place of the
ungifted say the “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not know what you are saying? For you are giving thanks
well enough, but the other person is not edified.
Teaching - Acts 20:7 On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to
them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight.
Lord's Supper - 1Corinthians 11:20-34
Giving - 1Corinthians 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you
also. On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be
made when I come.

Prompt Assembling
Preparation
Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had set his heart to study the law of the Lord and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in
Israel.

Abram arose early to start to the mount to sacrifice Isaac
Genesis 22:3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac
his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him.

Women were early at the tomb of Jesus
Luke 24:22-23 But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, and did not find
His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels who said that He was alive.
John 20:1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb, while it was still dark, and saw the stone
already taken away from the tomb.

God despises the slothful and sluggard
Do not sandwich God's worship between everything else, but work other things in between
worship to God - Pleasure, Travel, Job
Accept God's Right to Command
God directs your life - God's priority
Matthew 6:33 But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.

Illustrations:
Servant- Master relationship
1Corinthians 4:1-2 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. In this case,
moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.

A people for God's own possession -peculiarly His
Titus 2:14 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from every lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own
possession, zealous for good deeds.
1Peter 2:9-10 But you are A chosen race, A royal priesthood, A holy nation, A people for God’s own possession, so that you may
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; for you once were not A people, but
now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Why Are YOU Assembled?

